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the  annals  of  human  progress.  For,  even  as  I  feel 
certain  of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  cause  for  which 
England  and  her  Allies  stand,  so  assured  am  I  that  the 
outcome  of  all  this  turmoil  and  all  this  bloodshed  will 
be  progress,  advance,  upward  development.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  end  of  it  all  will  see  a  permanent 
peace  of  God  resulting  for  the  children  of  men. 

Intensely  interested  as  we  are  in  this  mighty  upheaval, 
personally  affected  as  each  English  Jew  and  Jewess 
must  be,  let  us  not  for  a  moment  lose  sight  of  the  vital 
principles  for  which  we  are  contending.  This  is  a  war 
for  high  ideals  of  human  government,  for  the  sanctity  of 
international  relations.  England  and  her  Allies  have 
but  one  purpose  in  drawing  the  sword,  which  is  to  cast 
down  a  military  system  which  aims  at  maintaining  the 
whole  world  as  one  armed  camp  ;  whose  principle  it  is 
to  establish  the  force  of  Might  and  the  Sword  as  the 
ultimate  arbiter  of  Justice  and  Truth.  It  is  our  fixed 
resolve  to  destroy  this  menace  to  the  world's  happiness 
and  progress,  now  exposed  in  all  its  naked  fury,  in  all 
its  awful  savagery. 

Who  is  there  who  does  not  echo  the  eloquent  words 
of  the  Prime  Minister  when,  after  praising  the  gallant 
resistance  offered  by  little  Belgium  to  the  hosts  of  the 
enemy,  and  deploring  the  outrages  that  had  been 
perpetrated  upon  that  land,  he  asserted,  "  Sooner  than 
be  a  silent  witness  to  all  that  has  happened,  which  means 


in  effect,  a  willing  accomplice  to  this  tragic  triumph  of 
force  over  law,  and  of  brutality  over  freedom,  I  would 
see  this  country  of  ours  blotted  out  of  the  pages  of 

history  !  " 

We  Jews  have  always  been  lovers  and  pursuers  of 
peace  ;  every  page  of  our  Bible  and  Prayer  Book  gives 
utterance  to  this  sentiment,  'inS"!"]!  D*l7^  ^P5  exclaims 
the  Psalmist  (xxxiv.  14)  "seek  peace  and  pursue  it,"  and 
vet  to-day  we  are  heart  and  soul  with  the  Allies  in  their 
mighty  struggle.  We  are  unanimous  in  feeling  that 
th;re  can  be  but  one  conclusion  to  this  contest.  Never 
again  can  the  world  tolerate  a  dominant  Power  which 
regards  sacred  treaties  as  "  scraps  of  paper,"  which 
prepares  crushing  surprise  blows  for  its  neighbours, 
which  tramples  on  neutral  nations  on  the  plea  of  military 
necessity,  which  lays  ancient  cities  and  cathedrals  and 
universities  in  ruins,  and  works  ruthless  havoc  upon 
unoffending  old  men,  women  and  children  in  order  to 
offer  examples  of  "  frightfulness  "  to  its  victims  ! 
Never  again  must  we  allow  the  whole  life  of  Europe  and 
the  freedom  of  its  communities  to  be  at  the  hazard  of 
a  mere  blind  competition  in  iron  and  steel  ! 

Our  determination  is  to  get  rid  of  all  this,  terrible 
though  we  know  the  cost  may  be  in  so  doing,  and  to 
enable  true  culture — not  its  varnish  and  pretence — 
to  prevail  in  civilised  society  for  the  ultimate  progress 
of  mankind.  This.,  in  brief,  is  our  justification  for 


entering  into  the  conflict  that  has  been  forced  upon  us. 
Even  as  to  us,  the  House  of  Israel,  so  to  England,  her 
highest  interest  is  Peace.  The  greatness  of  England's 
art  and  commerce,  her  social  and  political  life,  are  bound 
up  with  the  maintenance  of  peace.  Had  England  desired 
to  wage  war  against  any  European  Power,  we  should 
long  since  have  introduced  conscription  into  this  country. 

To-day,  in  the  face  of  the  peril  that  overshadows  us, 
a  wondrous  passion  has  stirred  the  whole  nation.  It 
was  an  amazing  sight  that  I  beheld  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  last  in  the  military  centre  of  Aldershot,  when 
tens  of  thousands  of  the  finest  flower  of  English  man- 
hood were  being  prepared  to  do  their  duty.  Men  of  all 
conditions  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder,  grim  and  earnest 
at  their  work  ;  and  so  likewise,  from  end  to  end  of  our 
far-flung  Empire,  the  loyal  children  of  the  Colonies,  the 
devoted  princes  and  peoples  of  India,  have  given  willingly 
of  their  best,  ready  to  do  battle  for  Justice  and  Right. 
This  is  a  passion,  not  of  revenge  or  hatred,  not  of  a  lust 
of  conquest  or  land  hunger,  but  a  whole-hearted 
patriotism,  a  self-sacrificing  loyalty,  an  absorbingly 
stern  resolve  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  England  and 
uphold  the  cause  of  Liberty  and  Progress  against  a 
mediaeval  despotism  that  lives  by  the  sword  alone. 

We  have  no  need  of  the  language  of  boastfulness  in 
order  to  place  on  record  the  manner  in  which  the  Jews 
of  the  Empire  have  responded  at  this  hour  to  the  call  of 


duty.  They  have  been  enthusiastic  in  their  support  of 
the  many  helpful  agencies  that  the  war  has  called  into 
existence,  such  as  the  Prince  of  Wales'  National  Fund, 
and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  others,  but  we 
have  reason  above  all  to  be  especially  stimulated  by 
the  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  our  Jewish  young 
men  have  proved  their  readiness  to  offer  their  lives 
upon  the  altar  of  duty.  Some,  like  Lieutenant  Ronald 
Henriques,  have  already  sealed  their  devotion  with  their 
blood.  Gallantly  and  eagerly  have  they  stepped  forward. 
From  my  official  statistics  I  can  declare  that  quite  nine- 
tenths  of  the  eligible  youth  of  the  community  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  have  enlisted  ;  they  have  left 
parents  and  homes  in  order  to  prepare  to  show  them- 
selves men.  We,  fathers  and  mothers,  who  have  given 
our  children  to  this  cause  are  proud  of  our  boys  in  the 
King's  service.  May  God  guard  them  all  !  If  we  were 
proud  of  being  Englishmen  two  months  ago,  we  are 
ten  times  as  proud  of  that  title  to-day.  The  secret  of 
this  wondrous  enthusiasm  that  has  filled  the  soul  of 

Anglo-Jewry  is  apparent  to  all. 

• 

One  of  the  masterpieces  of  eloquence  in  the  ancient 
classics  is  found  in  a  funeral  oration  delivered  by  the 
statesman  Pericles  in  honour  of  the  Athenians  who  had 
fallen  in  the  Peloponesian  War.  The  speaker  dilates 
upon  the  sources  of  the  greatness  of  Athens  ;  he  portrays 
how  justice  is  meted  out  to  all,  how  all  live  under  the 
aegis  of  freedom,  and  all  are  equally  inspired  by  a  spirit 


of  love  and  obedience  to  the  law,  and  he  continues, 
addressing  the  weeping  parents  :  "  Such  a  country 
well  deserves  that  her  children  should  die  for  her  !  " 

We  know  what  England  has  done  for  us.  I  need  not 
dilate  upon  this  theme  to  a  congregation  of  English 
Jews  :  and  now  there  has  presented  itself  a  glorious 
opportunity  to  repay  in  some  slight  degree  the  measure 
of  our  devotion  to  the  land  we  love.  In  the  words  of 
our  text  :  '  Thine  are  we  and  on  thy  side  we  stand. 
Peace,  peace  be  unto  thee  .  .  .  for  thy  God  helpeth 

-in  f 


Our  sentiments  at  this  moment  are  expressed  with 
wondrous  beauty  and  vigour  in  the  lines  composed  by 
a  gifted  sister  in  faith  during  the  Boer  War.  Let  me 
read  the  concluding  verses  of  the  poem  :  — 

"  Thou    hast    given    us    home    and    freedom,     Mother 

England, 

Thou  hast  let  us  live  again. 

Free  and  fearless  midst  thy  free  and  fearless  children, 
Sharing  with  them,  as  one  people,  grief  and  gladness, 

Joy  and  pain. 

Now  we  Jews,  we  English  Jews,  O  Mother  England, 
Ask  another  boon  of  thee  ! 

Let  us  share  with  them  the  danger  and  the  glory, 
Where  thy  best  and  bravest  lead,  there  let  us  follow 

O'er  the  sea  ! 


For  the  Jew  has  heart  and  hand,  our  Mother  England, 
And  they  both  are  thine  to-day—- 
Thine for  life  and  thine  for  death,  yea,  thine  for  ever  ! 
Wilt  thou  take  them  as  we  give  them,  freely,  gladly, 
England,  say  !  " 


Amidst  all  the  stirring  marvels  of  this  world-wide 
strife,  perhaps  the  most  thought-compelling  feature  is 
the  part  being  played  in  it  by  the  Russian  nation.  To- 
day, wonder  of  wonders  !  Russia  is  ranged  on  the  side 
of  Liberty  and  Righteousness.  Let  it  be  noted  that, 
against  the  conduct  of  her  troops,  no  stone  has  been 
cast,  no  charges  of  barbarous  treatment  of  the  civilian 
populations  of  the  lands  they  have  conquered  have  been 
levelled  against  them.  It  is  as  though  some  magician's 
wand  had  been  waved  over  this  land  that  we  were  wont 
to  call  "  Darkest  Russia."  On  the  occasion  of  the 
observance  of  the  last  New  Year,  our  brethren  in  that 
Empire  were  trembling  for  the  result  of  the  trial  of  the 
man  Beilis,  accused  of  a  foul  crime.  From  this  pulpit, 
like  all  other  Jewish  preachers,  I  denounced  the  Tsar 
and  all  his  works.  To-day,  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
Russian  Jews  are  standing  in  the  battle-line,  seeking  to 
win  glory  for  their  country.  A  promise  of  liberty  and 
toleration  has  been  given  to  our  brethren.  Jewish 
soldiers  have,  for  the  first  time  in  Russian  history,  been 
raised  to  commissioned  rank  for  bravery  on  the  battle- 
field. 


It  is  early  yet  to  judge  the  sincerity  of  Russia's 
intentions  ;  indeed,  if  we  would  weigh  her  promises  of 
to-day  in  the  scale  of  her  performances  of  the  past  we 
might  in  truth  remain  somewhat  sceptical  of  the  roseate 
future  that  she  has  foreshadowed  to  her  united  subjects  ; 
and  yet  we  realise,  in  the  words  of  a  Russian  revolu- 
tionary exile,  in  a  letter  to  The  Times  the  other  day  : 
"  That  it  is  true,  as  a  whole,  that  this  war  will  bring 
regeneration  to  Russia's  millions."  We  feel  sure  that 
at  no  time  have  the  hopes  of  the  redemption  of  Israel 
in  that  land  been  raised  so  high  ;  never  have  the 
prospects  of  a  complete  revolution  in  the  attitude  of 
the  Tsar  and  his  Councillors  towards  our  co-religionists 
appeared  so  bright.  The  close  alliance  of  the  Tsardom 
with  England  and  France,  those  lands  of  enlightenment, 
of  religious  and  political  freedom,  must  exercise  a  power- 
ful influence  upon  the  future  of  Russia  herself.  Truly 

to-day   we     can     hope   |£   D'PiSNP!   ^  DHW  ^JJI 

DnpiNtf  HN  DviSx  y&Bh  rnhyn  (Exodus  a.  23)  that 

the  cry  of  Israel  has  gone  up  from  their  bondage  unto 
Heaven,  and  they  have  been  heard,  and  they  have  been 
answered.  Let  us  go  forth  into  the  New  Year,  firmly 
and  calmly  resolved  to  play  our  part  in  the  present 
crisis  with  stout  hearts  and  undaunted  zeal — bravely  to 
bear  the  trials  and  disappointments  and  defeats  that 
may  be  our  lot,  both  in  our  own  personal  lives  and  in 
the  destiny  of  the  great  Empire  to  which  we  are  proud 
to  belong.  At  all  times  may  the  blessing  of  God  be  our 
strength,  our  comfort,  and  our  inspiration  ! 


"  Our  Father,  our  King  !  Unto  Thee  we  lift  up  our 
hearts  in  prayer  upon  this  sacred  day.  Take  us  and  our 
beloved  ones  beneath  the  shadow  of  Thy  sheltering  wings. 
Nerve  our  hearts  to  endure  amid  all  the  strife  of  the 
peoples  of  the  earth ;  strengthen  the  gallant  men 
who  are  defending  the  cause  of  Righteousness.  Gird 
them  with  victory,  so  that  speedily  peace  may  reign 
over  the  sons  of  men.  Guard  our  gracious  King  and 
our  beloved  country  that  no  evil  befall.  Take  into 
Thy  keeping  the  souls  of  the  heroes  who  have  fallen  upon 
the  altar  of  Duty.  Do  Thou  help  and  comfort  all  those 
who  are  stricken  down  by  the  devastation  of  battle. 
Heal  the  sick,  and  renew  the  strength  of  the  wounded, 
and  hasten  the  day  when  the  promise  of  the  prophet 

will  be  realised  Di 
-ri;  n%h\  sib]  :nn 

HSn^D  "  when  men  shall  beat  their  swords  into 
ploughshares  and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks,  when 
nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  they  learn  war  any  more."  (Isaiah  ii.  4).  Amen. 
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